
Spiritual 
Lessons from 
the Life of 
Moses

Lesson 23 – The 
route from 
Kadesh-Barnea 

Num 20, 21
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(1) Numbers 20:14-21. 
After the incident of 
Moses’ striking the rock, 
the Israelites were 
getting to ready to move 
out of Kadesh Barnea. 
Moses sent a message to 
Edom to request for 
passage through their 
territory. 

The king of Edom 
refused to allow the 
Israelites through Edom. 
The king of Edom said, 
‘Stay out! If you attempt 
to enter my land, I will 
meet you with an army!’



The Israelites route bypassing Edom.

Map of the Exodus:
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iK5MpOLmnBqdhyphenhyphenMxoNqdgTVFYjuqtciXedl_E-
w9QPi59yoVdS0xglBpwJXeQpU-NQ76ot9pr_7MXM-
QAOWWRNMta51FXnnTpY/s1600/Israel+in+wilderness.webp

(2) Num 20:17 Moses planned to 
move through Edom onto the 
king’s highway and head 
northwards towards Canaan  
(see map). 

But the request was rejected by 
Edom.

Num 21:4 As a result, Moses and 
the Israelites had to move South 
towards the Red Sea and make a 
U-turn to avoid the land of Edom 
(see map).
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• Deut 2:5 – God told the Israelites that they were not to take any of the 
land of the Edomites.



(3) The death of 
Aaron. Numbers 
20:23-29 
(v23) Then the Lord 
said to Moses and 
Aaron at Mt Hor (see 
map), near the 
border of the land of 
Edom, ‘The time has 
come for Aaron to 
die—for he shall not 
enter the land I have 
given the people of 
Israel, for the two of 
you rebelled against 
my instructions 
concerning the water 
at Meribah.’



(4) The death of 
Aaron. Numbers 
20:23-29 
(v28) When they 
reached the 
summit, Moses 
removed the 
priestly garments 
from Aaron and 
put them on his 
son Eleazar; and 
Aaron died on the 
top of the 
mountain.



(5) The defeat of the 
Canaanites. Numbers 
21:1-3 
(v2-3) When the king of 
Arad heard that the 
Israelites were moving 
along the road to 
Atharim (see map), he 
attacked the Israelites.  

The Lord then helped 
the Israelites to defeat 
the Canaanites; and the 
Israelites completely 
destroyed them and 
their cities.



The Israelites route bypassing Edom.

The battle against Arad

Map of the Exodus:
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXs
Ei-mPn0IBLJ30fsd285k-lrsPwy04iMrh__bGkw_ewe-
iK5MpOLmnBqdhyphenhyphenMxoNqdgTVFYjuqtciXedl_E-
w9QPi59yoVdS0xglBpwJXeQpU-NQ76ot9pr_7MXM-
QAOWWRNMta51FXnnTpY/s1600/Israel+in+wilderness.webp
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(6) The plague of serpents. 
Numbers 21:4-6

Due to the big U-turn to go 
around Edom (see map), 
the Israelites began to 
murmur against God and 
to complain against Moses. 
‘Why have you brought us 
out of Egypt to die here in 
the wilderness?’ they 
whined. ‘There is nothing 
to eat here, and nothing to 
drink, and we hate this 
insipid manna.’

So the Lord sent poisonous 
snakes among them to 
punish them, and many of 
them were bitten and died.



(7) The serpent on 
the pole. Numbers 
21:7-9 
The Israelites 
repented of their 
sin. The Lord told 
Moses, ‘Make a 
bronze replica of 
one of these snakes 
and attach it to the 
top of a pole; 
anyone who is 
bitten shall live if he 
simply looks at it!’



(8)  Judges 11:17 –

17 Then Israel sent messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray 
thee, pass through thy land: but the king of Edom would not hearken thereto. 
And in like manner they sent unto the king of Moab: but he would not 
consent: and Israel abode in Kadesh.

18 Then they went along through the wilderness, and compassed the land of 
Edom, and the land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of Moab, 
and pitched on the other side of Arnon, but came not within the border of 
Moab: for Arnon was the border of Moab.



(9) Israelites’ journey:

Avoiding the land of Edom and 
Moab, the Israelites moved:

Mt Hor 
Ezion-geber
Oboth (Num 21:10)
Iye Abarim (Num 21:10)
Zered Valley (Num 21:12)
Arnon (Num 21:13)
Beer
Mattanah
Nahaliel 
Bamoth (Num 21: 19)
Valley in Moab (Num 21:20)

Map of the Exodus:
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(10) Numbers 21:21-25

21 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,

22 Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into the 
vineyards; we will not drink of the waters of the well: but we will go along by 
the king's high way, until we be past thy borders.

23 And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon
gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the 
wilderness: and he came to Jahaz (see map),
and fought against Israel.



24 And Israel smote him [king Sihon] with the edge of the sword, and 
possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the children of 
Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon was strong.

25 And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.

(Further reading Judges 11:19-22)



(11) The Israelites defeated 
King Sihon of the Amorites 
and destroyed them.

Map of the Exodus:
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(12) Defeat of king Sihon and taking 
over the land in green (Num 21:21-25)

(13) Defeat of king Og and taking over 
the land in orange (Num 21: 33-35)

The bible Journey.org



(5) Victory over the kings 
of Amorites and Bashan. 
Numbers 21:21-35 
(v25-26) So Israel 
captured all the cities of 
the Amorites and lived in 
them, including the city of 
Heshbon, which had been 
King Sihon’s capital. 

(v34) The Lord told Moses 
not to fear—that the 
enemy was already 
conquered! ‘The same 
thing will happen to King 
Og as happened to King 
Sihon at Heshbon,’ the 
Lord assured him.



(6 ) Spiritual Lessons

(a) Edom refused the Israelites passage though their territory (Num 20:14-21) 
• The Edomites and Israelites were relatives.

Isaac

Esau Jacob

IsraelitesEdomites

Abraham



• But the Edomites refused to help the Israelites with passage through their 
territory.

• God judged the Edomites in Obadiah 1:8-10.
• Are we also hostile towards others? Examples: not friendly, not helpful and 

aggressive towards our family members, relatives, friends, colleagues, 
neighbours etc. in our speech and actions.

(b) The death of Aaron
• The sins of Aaron:

• Aaron and Moses rebelled against God at the water of Meribah.
• Aaron led the making of the golden calf
• Aaron with Miriam spoke against Moses for                                           

marrying a Cushite woman
• Aaron would not be allowed entry to Canaan.
• Aaron would die on Mt Hor.



• Similarly, we also rebel against God’s Word:
• Lies
• Pride
• Hatred and unforgiveness
• Faithlessness and unbelief
• Etc

• God is merciful towards us. If we seek forgiveness and repent, He is still 
faithful and protects us.



(c) The Bronze snake

• Again, the Israelites complained and grumbled of no bread and no water.
• God sent poisonous snakes to bite them.
• The Israelites cried out to Moses to seek God’s forgiveness for their sin 

against God.
• God instructed Moses to put up a bronze snake.
• Whoever looked at the bronze snake would be cured of the snake bites. 

• Similarly, we also sin against God.
• God will send afflictions to reform us.
• If we cry out in repentance and seeking forgiveness, 

God will also deliver us from our afflictions.



(d) The Amorites refused Israelites’ entry into their territory (Num 21:22-23)

• King Sihon of the Amorites refused entry and attacked the Israelites.
• God told the Israelites to fight king Sihon and king Og.
• The Israelites were victorious.

• Again, the lesson to us is not to be hostile and provocative towards others. 
(Num 21:23-24)  Examples: combative and abusive towards our family 
members, relatives, friends, colleagues, neighbours etc. in our speech and 
actions.
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